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Construction Update 1999

Grand Valley State University:

G

rand Valley's newest enrollment figures o nce aga in refl ect the fact that
GVSU is the fastest-growing university in Michigan. In planning for the
future, GVSU has a number of constru ction projects in process and recently
completed. In Grand Rapids, the Richard M. DeVos Center and Secchia Hall are
taking shape and have made noticeable changes in the downtown skyline. The
newest addition to the Grand Rapids campus, the Keller Engineering Laborato ries
Building, is at the excavatio n stage. Framing is under way to form the foundation for
the Alumni Ho use and Visito rs Center on the Allendale ca mpus, whi le other bui ldings have received need ed repairs and renovations.

Richard M. DeVos Center
Construction of the Richard M.
DeVos Center, which w ill ho use the
Seidman School of Business, the Van
Andel Global Trade Institute, and the

Steelcase Graduate Library, is on target.
The 256,000-square-foot build ing will
provide 19 general purpose classrooms,
three distance learning classrooms, six
case rooms, two lecture halls, a 230-seat
audito rium, eight compute r teaching/lab
spaces, a nd more than 200 new offices.
The first fl oor will provide space for
a library with a state-of-the-art book
storage system, an info rmatio n/ technology support area, student study areas,
food service and bookstore facilities ,
and exhibition spaces. The exterior will
include a landscaped courtyard and a
garde n.
Construction completed so far
includes a 380-ca r parking lot, relocation of the tempora1y classrooms, the
removal of unsuitable so ils from the
site, the e rection of the steel building
frame, the installation of underground

utilities, enclosure of the building and
interior constru ction . Most o f the o ffi ce
spaces have been constructed and the
contractor is now concentrating on the
educa tio nal spaces. The carill on tower

is clearly visible at the site and the bells
w ill be installed soon.

Laker Village Apartments
The final phase of Laker Village was
completed in Jul y a nd opened this fall.
This phase , which includes single and

effi ciency units, added 396 beds to the
complex. The efficiency units are
designed fo r one person and conta in a
small kitche nette, bathroom, and living
area. Barrier-free units are also p rovided.
A second community b uild ing
provides additional activity space,
mailboxes and la und1y fa cilities . A sa nd
volleyba ll cou rt was insta lled west o f
the community bui ld ing.

Alumni House
and Visitors Center
Constructio n began in July on the
Alumni House and Visitors Cente r, w ith
completion planned fo r June 2000. The
12,000-square-foot fac ility will provide
an e nvironme nt for alumni activities; it
w ill ho use the Al umni Affa irs offices
and provide a base of operatio ns for
alumni fund-rais ing activities. The

building will also provide fo ur guest
rooms for overnig ht accommodations. A
banquet room w ill seat up to 150 guests
fo r dinne r and meetings, and an
o utdoor patio w ill provide opportunities
for large r
fun ctio ns
in mild
weathe r.
The
Emeritus
Study w ill
prov ide a
more
intimate
space fo r
small
groups.

Building for the Future of West Michigan
Calder Residence Hall
The Calde r Reside nce Hall , located
next to the Calder Art Center, o pened
this fall for occupancy by art students.

The two-story building consists of 48
single efficiency apa1tme nts that include
a bathroom and small kitchen. A central
lo unge joins the two wings of the
14,000-square-foot building, giving
students a commo n area to socialize ,
re lax, and study.

manly associated w ith urban areas of
Bosto n, New York and Chicago .
The 65 ,000-square-foot building will
provide 65 units and 165 beds , comprising a mix of
, 1, 2, 3, and 4bedroom
units. This
ho using will
be available
to undergraduate and
graduate
students.
Occupancy is
scheduled for
fa ll 2000, with
models open
in March of
2000.

Keller Engineering Laboratories
Building
Bidding for the new 28,000-squarefoo t Engineering Laborato ries Building
was clone in August. Some site work

The bui lding also provides units
accessible to students with physical
d isabilities.

Secchia Hall
Constructio n is proceeding ra pidly
on this downtown student ho using
project. The a rchitectural character of
the building, located o n Fulton across
from the DeVos Cente r, is mode led
after the brownstone walk-ups com-

dents a view of the mechanica l o peratio ns of such eq uipme nt. A roof-top
work deck will offer stude nts the
opportunity to conduct o utside expe rime nts . The building w ill be ready fo r
occupancy in the fa ll of 2000.

Leased Space at Cook Institute
In August, GVSU moved into a
portion of the Cook Institute , a unit o f
Spectrum Hea lth. This leased space
provides fac ilities for the Physician
Assistant Studies and Nursing programs
and will include classrooms, labs, and
o ffi ces.

M-45 Realignment and
Improvements
The Michiga n Departme nt of Transportatio n awa rded a bid in late June fo r
the first phase of the M-45 project,
w hich will include new bridges at the
Grand Ri ve r and Sand Creek alo ng w ith
roadwo rk from Sa nd Cree k to 40th
Street. Since most of the work involves
the rea lignme nt portion of the project, it
is anticipated that disruptio n o f existing
M-45 traffic w ill be kept to a minimum.
The stretch fro m 40th to 48th Streets,
will be up for bids in the Spring of
2000. The total expected project
duration is three yea rs.

and utility
relocation is now
unde r way. The
building itself
will fun ction as a
"living labo ratoty"
w ith all building
infrastructure
systems exposed.
A partia lly glasse nclosed elevator
will offer stu-

GVSU, alo ng with Alle ndale Township and in cooperatio n with MDOT,

Ibe Calder
Gallery, in the
Pe1:farming A rls
Center, got a
Jacelift over the
summer.

submitted an e nhancement grant to
further enhance with landscaping and
other amenities for the po rtio n of M-45
fro m the Grand River to 68th Street. The
first phase of this grant, wh ich has been
approved by MDOT, covers enhancement grant work from the Grand River
west to 48th Street and is proposed to
be done in coordinatio n with the
second phase of the M-45 work to start
in the Summe r of 2000.

Tennis Courts
Six new lighted tennis courts were
constru cted on the Allenda le ca mpus in
earl y August. The courts are equipped
with two lighting levels to accommodate both recreatio nal play and NCM
competition requirements.

Other Campus Improvements
• Thirty-five trees were added to the
arbore tum, with an additio nal 20 to
be planted in the fa ll.
• A tree screening project is scheduled
for the fa ll w hen 110 trees will be
planted on the north and south side
of the Laker Village apartment
complex.
• Exte rior benches were added in
several locatio ns and bike racks were
added at bo th academic and residentia l bu ildings .

• Additiona l street
lights were
added in
parking lots to
improve the
lighting.
• The Ca lder Art
Ga llery at the
Performing Arts
Cente r was
refurbished.
• The elevato rs in
the Kirkhof
Center were
upgraded to
meet ADA
re_q uirements.
• Two classrooms in AuSable Ha ll were
renovated .
• The bu ilding fire alarm and energy
management systems were replaced
at the Eberhard Center.
• Roofs were re placed o n the Commons, Copeland Ho use, and portio ns
o f the Performing Arts Cente r.
• The last phase of the Great Lakes
Plaza sidewalk project was completed .

Six new tennis courts, complete with lighting, are located near the Fieldhouse.

